English 3309 				Dr. Creighton				Fall 2020

Prompt #1, Before and After sketch—2-page minimum


Format: Two page minimum, 12 pt. font, double –spaced, one-inch margins, no extra space between paragraphs, due 1/24. Due as a Microsoft Wordfile on Dropbox link by 11:59 pm., 9/3


Brainstorm a list of moments in which something happens that—in some significant way—changes how the character (you, or a character whose experience you are imagining) sees everything around her/him/them. The action can be big or small—from a devastating or triumphant phone call, to spilled milk or a stubbed toe. (A stubbed toe is not a bad choice, actually—imagine walking along on top of the world, when in a blinding moment a sharp crack of pain reminds you that you need to take your head out of the clouds and watch where you are going!) The main condition is that it must really be a moment—an instant of recognition and change.

When you have a good list of possibilities, choose one, and then really slow everything down and see the scene. Take a look at everything around you, what you might be thinking about, anticipating, remembering—what’s the air like, the light? Who else might be there? Then start the clock—let the moment of change happen and come out the other side. What’s there? How does the setting look? 

This is the scene you will write: the before, the during, the after—showing as vividly as you can the quality of feeling in this scene. Reading the chapter on “Image” will be helpful to your thinking about this.

